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The Letter and the Life. 


The depressing weakness and encumbrance 
of our system—and probably of any system— 
is, men and women not anointed with the spirit 
which the system was meant to conserve. 

To say nothing of inconsistent members, we 
note two kinds of consistent members, those 
who are faithful to the system, and those who 
are faithful also to the principle intended to be 
embodied, 

Now, the system was made for the principle, 
and not the principle for the system. True 
consistency with the system must consist in 
faithfulness to its inner life and spirit. Such 
faithfulness will make a conformity to the out- 
ward system that has value, for it is living. 

If the body without the spirit is dead—if the 
letter killeth—nothing can be born of it. Only 
the spirit can make it alive. True faithfulness 
to the spirit, then, evolves its own consistent 
forms. As the forms are fitted to conserve and 

*facilitate the free course of their genuine spirit, 
especially between men as members one of an- 
other, they are themselves conserved by the 
same spirit. A literal conformity to the forms 
does not create the spirit, vet may keep open 
achannel for its freer course. But there is a 
danger line, past which a literal conformity will 
quench the spirit, namely, where it stands as 
its substitute. 

Such substitution men are most naturally 
prone to adopt. More men can usually be 
found faithful to a system than to its principle. 
They get the credit of consistency, neverthe- 
less—indeed, probably more—but it is of the 
surface kind, the letter which can spell spirit 
Without living it, having a form of the life, 
“but denying the power thereof.” So, as a 
rule, we look for the churches of Christendom 
Which are the most outward in their observ- 
ances, to be the largest in numbers, and the 
most inward and spiritual to be among the 
smallest. 

















While an outward consistency is valuable 
for the sake of serving and conserving the 
operation of its inward life, yet our anxiety 
must be placed on the revival of its creative 
and quickening spirit, which, as it comes into 
dominion, will be the true perpetuator of its 
own testimonies. But a lapse into the domin- 
ion of the system without the life is a precur- 
sor of death, or else of revolution. Here or 
there we have seen sufficient warnings of both. 

We believe there is a signal place on earth 
for our system of principles, doctrines, testi- 
monies and modes of proceeding adapted to 
them. But what our welfare loudly calls for 
is an individual yearning, exercise and travail 
that this goodly heritage may be revisited and 
refilled with the baptism of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus. It is idle for the membership 
to look every man to his neighbor and every 
man to his brother, saying, ““ Know the Lord,” 
while deaf to the voice which says, “ What is 
that to thee ? Follow thou me!” Let the one 
anxiety of each be to pray, “Lord, isitI? I 
have need to be baptized of Thee !” 


Two Classes of Forms. 

By some readers of the above remarks the 
Society of Friends may be bantered with an 
alleged inconsistency, as of protesting against 
all forms in religion, and at the same time 
clinging very closely to forms of our own. 

The criticism lacks right discrimination. We 
never have abjured all forms, but only those 
which come between the soul and God, inter- 
fering in that living intercourse of true wor- 
ship for which it is the place of Friends to 
testify. 

There are two principal classes of forms in 
religion, namely: 

1. Forms of worship, or modes designed for 
men’s expression of themselves towards God. 
The lifting up of our hearts to Him is neces- 
sary, but no mode of our doing it is necessary 
to “God, who knoweth the hearts.” While 
every expression of man in the flesh assumes 
some mode, yet there is no evidence that the 
Searcher of hearts requires a set mode in order 
to understand us. So, as Heseeks such as wor- 
ship Him in Spirit and in Truth, we would dis- 
card the form as He does. 

2. Forms of testimony, or modes through 
which men express themselves to men. These 
are necessary to human beings, who cannot 
understand our meanings without recognized 
forms of outward expression. 





















Of the first class, or forms of worship, it may 


be said that, though the Searcher of hearts 
knows every motion of our hearts’ worship 
without outward words from us, and though 
He has in the Scriptures of the New Dispen- 
sation insisted on no stated forms of worship 
for his Church and people, yet do not men need 
them for themselves, even if He does not? 

We believe that He who by his Spirit speaks 
immediately to our condition, provides imme- 
diately for a man’s need of expression in the 
unstudied cry, testimony or message of the 
heart which He prompts. But what we object 
to is men’s providing it for other men in his 
place—prescribing stated or uniform exercises 
and set modes for worship, irrespective of what 
may be the Spirit’s direction on each occasion. 
He alone, the Head over all things to his Church, 
sees what expression the soul of the speaker 
or the hearer needs, and to those who truly 
wait upon Him He will provide exercises of his 
own bringing forth. So while all language 
must be cast in some form of expression, we 
would not by stated and prescribed forms pre- 
clude the freedom and dominion of the Spirit. 

The case is different where the Society has 
to express its standing testimony to men. It 
is men to whom testimonies of Truth and for 
Truth are directed and addressed. It is. men 
that need definite standards of expression which 
shall be uniformly distinctive, and not waver- 
ing with an uncertain sound or aspect. It is 
men to whom unvarying custom of testimony 
teaches the meaning of its language and les- 
son, and it is men to whom a shifting and 
changeable form of testimony dissipates or 
stultifies its meaning. Therefore we set a value 
on long recognized forms of testimony, to con- 
serve them for the good of the readers of them; 
and we set as little value as possible on forms 
of worship which we believe the Father of 
Spirits does not need in order to understand 
us, nor in order to communicate grace to us, 
since his inspiration and life are immediately 
imparted,—or imparted sometimes through an 
instrumentality, as He may for the time being 
immediately choose and livingly use one. To 
put the distinction briefly—For worship we 
deny the necessity of forms towards God; but 
for testimony we own them towards men. 

But as every act of obedience is an act of 
worship, and our testimonies are not living and 
true save as acts of obedience, they are in- 
volved with all those works of faith and duties 
of daily living which belong to worship. While 
there may be thus an indirect danger of rest- 
ing in these outward things as forms of wor- 
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ship instead of in the life of worship, it would | Reminiscences of the Life of William and Debby 


not be Quakerism, but carnality and supersti- 
tion that would make the danger. For “they 
that are after the Spirit do mind the things of 
the Spirit.” 


Master Bullock’s Boys. 


As guest ata banquet of Massachusetts leg- 
islators one evening last week, I discovered 
three very chummy fellows, whom I knew well. 
Their explanation for their great friendship 
was, “ We are Master Bullock’s boys. All in 
the same class.” 

Samuel J. Bullock, principal of the Bunker 
Hill School, was a pupil of mine once upon a 
time, hence my interest in the story of Repre- 
sentative Tarbox, Barbour and Roberts. The 
Bunker Hill School is now located among the 
blue-bloods. These boys were not ambitious 
for specially prosperous lives. One of them, 
according to his own story, was decidedly in- 
clined to be reckless. Steadily Master Bul- 
lock’s presence and words improved them, and 
the year in his room developed manliness and 
purpose. The reckless one, however, took to 
the sea, went to the West Indies, then shipped 
to the East Indies, and upon his return went 
up to the old school. S&S. J. Bullock sat down 
with him and said, “Are you making the most 
of yourself ? lt always seemed to me that you 
had in you the making of more of a man than 
I fear you are making of yourself.” The young 
man went out of Bullock’s presence with the 
determination that he would show his teacher 
that he had indeed the making of more of a 
man than he was. Similarly and incidentally 
each of the others was inspired by Master Bul- 
lock. These three Representatives are hon- 
ored by their neighbors, and are successful 
and useful men. They said, “ We three fellows 
are going over to see Bullock soon, and we 
propose to have him come over to the State 
House and take a seat on the floor some day.” 

This is merely a sample of the influence of a 
multitude of schoolmasters all over this broad 
land. The character of the man, his interest 
in the boys and girls, his incidental direction 
of their thought and purpose is of infinite mo- 
ment to America. May the day never come 
when the schoolmaster is so absorbed over the 
petty details of devices, methods, courses of 
study and other affairs that he has not time 
and strength to focus his interest on the char- 
acter and aspirations of his boys. 

One man like Samuel J. Bullock, and there 
are many of them, is worth more to the State 
than many men in business, professional and 
political life, who labor primarily for their own 
success and glory. He is content to be un- 
known to fame so long as his boys go out into 
the world’s activities to win success and honor. 
It is but natural that I take pride in such a 
record of one who was once a pupil of mine 
in the normal school. What a chain of influ- 
ences life is.—Editor of the Journal of Educa- 
tion. 








“ONE of the most fundamental truths of 
Quakerism, and we might just as well say of 
Christianity, as it is taught in the New Testa- 
ment, is the teaching that the living Spirit 
works directly upon the human spirit, and 
guides the individual in all things he should do 
or say.” 





Dewees. 
(Continued from page 299).* 

In the Twelfth Month of 1844 my eldest 
brother married, and settled temporarily in 
Westmoreland County, Pa. In the early part 
of the year 1846 Friends of our part were wont 
to send a quantity of produce to Ireland to tide 
her people over the destitution caused by the 
failure of the potato crop the previous year. 
My father made several barrels to hold the 
contributions, which were chiefly of corn and 
beans. In the Tenth Month of 1847 another 
son was married at a meeting of Friends, now 
extant, at St. Clairsville, Belmont County, Ohio. 
Mainly on account of feebleness, my father 
and mother were not present on either of these 
interesting occasions. For the latter a tene- 
ment was prepared on the farm and near by 
the parental abode. 

In the Eleventh Month, 1848, my parents 
had the privilege of giving an entertainment 
for the marriage of their first-born to a Friend 
in good standing. This marriage was solemn- 
ized in a meeting of the Society of Friends at 
Chesterfield, Morgan County, Ohio. 

My parents continued mostly able to go to 
meeting. Father, preferring to drive, gene- 
rally had a full load. In the First Month of 
1850, the road being rough, after attending 
the Monthly Meeting on Seventh-day, my par- 
ents stayed over at the house of a Friend, not 
far from the place of worship, after which they 
came home. My father, evidently very poorly, 
but being disinclined to complain, sat in his 
accustomed place near the open wood-fire, as- 
suming his wonted cheerfulness. Before retir- 
ing fomthe night he accepted some proffered 
remedies that were always kept within easy 
reach. 

The following morning it was evident that 
his strength was failing, with inability to dis- 
charge the phlegm, even by the most violent 
coughing. The lungs were losing their vital- 
ity and breathing was laborious. In the after 
part of the day, with his consent, his choice 
friend and doctor, Isaac Heustis, was called, 
who, after examination, advised some remedies, 
saying that he believed the patient was no 
worse than he had frequently seen him. In the 
evening, at the usual time, he desired that all 
might retire, but a neighbor, having called to 
see how my father did and watch a part of the 
night, he and I felt best satisfied to sit quietly 
by the embers on the hearth until the turn of 
the night, at which time I went softly to my 
father’s room, which he taking notice of, de- 
sired that all might be at rest. Returning to 
my friend, [ proposed that, as my father wished, 
we would retire. Ere reaching our allotted 
place, I noticed a catch in my father’s breath- 
ing, and turning quickly that way, perceived 
that death had seized his victim. This was 
another great shock to my mother’s sensitive 
feelings. 

Interment was made in the cemetery belong- 
ing to the Society of Friends at Chesterfield, 
Morgan County, Ohio, not far from the tomb 
that was made for his daughter, when he was 
far distant helping to publish the glad tidings 
of the Gospel. 

From this time, through this sketch, my 

*In the first issue of these Reminiscences, page 276, 


the date “1836” should be 1826; and in the second is- 
sue, on page 285, the year “1846” should be 1836. 


mother may be considered as standing alone at 
the head of the family, having three unmarried 
children and a foster son and daughter at home 
with her. I believe, not saying overmuch, that 
we were equal objects of her care and solicj- 
tude. 

My father left a will constituting my eldest 
brother and sister his executors. Our legal ad. 
visement was, that the latter, having 
another name, was disqualified. My sister 
settled, with her husband, in a distant part 
the State, my brother in the State of Pe 
vania. Each was informed of the circum 
stances we were placed under. But it may be 
noticed that, at that period of time, no one 
could be expected from any considerable dig 
tance to attend the funeral of a parent. Each 
sent us 4 sympathetic response at the earliegt 
opportunity, my brother saying that he would 
attend to his appointment as soon as posse 
ble. It was not until the following Eleventh 
Month that the circumstances favored his com- 
ing with his little family. We all looked t 
ward that period as one of special interest, 
The writer left home very early one morning 
to meet the coming visitors at the steamboat 
landing on the Muskingum River, now bearing 
the name of Stockport. On the arrival of our 
party, my elder brother, of whom mention has 
been made as occupying a tenement near the 
homestead, came out to welcome his brother, 
with his wife and little ones, and feeling very 
unwell, returned to his own cottage, and lay 
down upon a form, from which he was not able 
to arise for more than eight weeks. The fol 
lowing day, being the time for holding the 
Monthly Meeting of Friends at Chesterfield, 
Morgan County, Ohio, as many of the family as 
could, attended. The writer, not feeling well, 
remained at home, doing some necessary jobs 
to tide us over the coming First-day, which, 
was passed in administering what we could 
to the comfort of my sick brother. 

Ere the week was half past, my mother, her 
foster boy and the one that now guides the 
pencil after the lapse of almost half a cen- 
tury, were cast on beds of languishing. It 
seems in place here to say that in the earlier 
part of the fall my younger sister had spent 
several weeks in a languid, weak condition, 
evidently with a low grade of fever, but, until 
now, our kind Dr. Heustis had not given it the 
name of typhoid. It was evident that the busi- 
ness that my brother came about could not be 
attended to, even in the near future, for it 
must have the co-operation of those helpless 
but interested parties. My brother, by love 
and duty led for the safety of his own little 
flock, bade us adieu, expecting that, in a few 
days, he would be informed, through the mail, 
of the death of his dear mother, and perhaps 
others of her family. 

Take notice, dear readers, how little we know 
of what is to come to pass. This brother, with 
his wife and little ones, reached their home m 
safety. Soon after, he, in company with others, 
was engaged raising a frame building designed 
for a flour mill, and, when nearly done, a large 
timber fell and struck my brother instantly 
dead. Several days passed, when my younger 
brother that was not stricken with the fever 
went to the village, in expectation of getting 
a letter from this brother informing us of his 
safe arrival, with his little flock. But, instead 
of this, a letter was given him having on it the 
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signal of distress. The attention of our doctor 
was called, the letter was opened, and was 
found to be written by our sympathizing friend, 
the late George Gilbert, of Seweckly, West- 
moreland County, Pa. In this the sympathy of 
the entire community for the bereaved and 
afflicted was as fully set forth as pen could do 
it. He believed himself to be the first to lay 
hand on the lifeless body of my brother. Dr. 
Heustis kindly accompanied my brother home. 
They were joined by the late J. D. W., of the 
village. 

It was apprehended that the introduction of 
such sad news might have a very injurious ef- 
fect, but such was not the case, because some 
were reduced to such perfect weakness as to 
be entirely incapable of thought; and the dear, 
aged one, our mother, at once took refuge in 
her long cherished confidence that the Good 
Master was not a hard Master, and would 
surely temper the blast to the shorn lambs of his 
flock. Notwithstanding this resigned feeling, 
as convalescence increased, her solicitude for 
her bereft daughter-in-law and her little ones 
increased, in which we all took part as strength 
and health were restored. Soon after the 
writer was able to walk a few paces, in com- 
pany with my younger brother that was not 
taken down with the fever, we made the 
journey by water transportation to the lonely 
abode of our widowed sister. Spending a short 
time in doing what we could for them, we re- 
traced the noble rivers that had borne us 
hither, and reported to our dear mother and 
others what we had done. 

(To be continued). 


Coals of Fire. 


Nellie stood by the kitchen table watching 
mamma make a cake. It was a bright, clear 
morning, and almost any other time Nellie 
would have been outdoors at play, but she was 
very much interested in something mamma was 
doing, so she preferred to stay in the kitchen 
and watch her. 

Mamma had been making gingerbread cakes, 
and just now she was decorating a most re- 
markable gingerbread soldier. He was a very 
fierce looking soldier, with his features plainly 
defined in pink and white icing, and a row of 
buttons down the front of his coat, with epau- 
lets that gave him a very martial air. 

“Oh! oh! he’s just beau-tiful!” exclaimed 
Nellie, in delight, as mamma put on the finish- 
— “ Oh, isn’s he a splendid coal of 

Mamma laughed, as if she thought the sol- 
dier was a very funny coal of fire, but she knew 
what Nellie meant. Yesterday the little girl 
had come home from school in tears to tell her 
mamma how hard she had been working to get 
her examples done that afternoon that she 
might have all next day to herself, and just 
when she got them finished, with the answers 
all correct, her deskmate rubbed a wet sponge 
over the slate and spoiled her work. 

“ Wasn’t it too mean for anything?” she said, 
angrily. “I do think Mary Neil is just the 
meanest, hate—” 

“Hush, dear,” said mamma, gently. 

_ “Well, mamma, it’s every word of it true,” 
insisted Nellie. “And I’m just going to pay 


her back, so I am. I wish I knew of some 
Way.” 


Perhaps I can help you,” said mamma. 
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Nellie forgot to cry, in her amazement, and 
she stared at her mother with wide open eyes. 
She could scarcely believe her ears. Was her 
mother actually going to help her revenge her- 
self upon Mary for her unkind act? 

But mamma’s next words made her meaning 
plain. It was not in the way that Nellie had 
e ted that she was going to help her. 

“Suppose you try the effect of ‘coals of 
fire?’” suggested mamma. 

“Td like to if they were real, live, burning 
coals,” she answered ; “ but I know you don’t 
mean that. You mean that I must do some- 
thing kind to her; but, indeed, mamma, it 
wouldn’t do her any good. She’s always teas- 
ing me, and it wouldn’t make her a bit better 
to be kind to her.” 

“Have you ever tried it,” asked mamma. 

“No,” answered Nellie. 

“Then suppose you try, just once.” 

“ Well, I'll try, but I know just what it will 
amount to,” answered Nellie, very positively. 

“Tl tell you what would be a nice coal,” 
she exclaimed, after a minute’s thought. 
“Won't you make me a lovely gingerbread 
cake to give her, like the ones you always make 
us on Saturday? She hasn’t got any mother, 
you know, and her aunt never makes her any- 
thing nice.” 

So mamma made the gingerbread soldier the 
next morning when she was doing her baking, 
and Nellie was actually anxious for school 
morning to come that she might see Mary’s 
surprise when she should give it to her. She 
was surprised to find how her angry feelings 
were fast disappearing, and when she carefully 
wrapped up her soldier and started off to school, 
she watched for Mary as eagerly as if she had 
been her best friend. 

Whenshe reached the school-house she found 
that Mary was already there, putting her desk 
in order. Nellie slipped quietly up behind her 
and put the soldier in her hands. 

Mary gave an exclamation of delighted sur- 
prise, and then looked around to see who had 
given her the cake. 

“Don’t you like it?” said Nellie, smiling 
brightly. “‘My mamma made it on purpose 
for me to give you.” 

For a moment Mary did not answer, then 
she threw her arms around Nellie’s neck. 

“Ym just ashamed to take it, after I have 
been so mean to you,” she whispered. “ But 
I won’t ever, ever tease you again as long as 
I live.” 

Nellie returned her embrace warmly, de- 
lighted at the results of the “coals of fire,” 
and the two little girls soon became warm 
friends, instead of quarreling and finding fault 
with each other as they had been in the habit 
of doing. 

I wish that every little boy and girl could 
be persuaded to try Nellie’s plan when they 
have a grievance against any of their little 
companions, and I am sure that they will find 
it the best way.— Early Dew. 





Sorrow hurts us if we meet it with resist- 
ance and rebellion. The secret of blessing in 
trial lies in acquiescence. This takes out of 
it its bitterness and its poison, and makes it a 
blessing.—J. R. Miller. 


—_ -—_ —.o 





“THis world is too small to afford a place of 
safety to the man who disobeys God.” 
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Selections from the Letters and Memoranda of 
Robert Milhous. 


(Concluded from page 212.)* 

My dear father was favored to feel true 
resignation to this great bereavement, which 
came in the evening of his days, and his spirit 
seemed in a very humble, child-like state, ear- 
nestly seeking to be made entirely ready, when 
the summons should come to him. His physi- 
cal health was pretty good for one of his age, 
but it was evident that his strength was fail- 
ing. In the fall of 1895 he was very feeble, 
so much so that it hardly seemed prudent for 
him to look toward attending our Yearly Meet- 
ing. He had never been absent from one of 
these yearly gatherings since my recollection. 
As the time drew near, he felt best satisfied to 
go, although it seemed to outward appearance 
that he was not able for the fatigue of the 
trip. He attended two or three meetings, when 
he was taken more poorly, having a slight 
paralytic stroke, which affected him both physi- 
cally and mentally. For several days he was 
in a very critical condition, and his physician 
thought it quite uncertain about his being able 
to return home. But he rallied somewhat, and 
we were truly thankful that he was once more 
permitted to reach that spot, so dear to both 
of us. Before we left the neighborhood of 
Barnesville, he attended the meeting at Ridge 
and was much favored in testimony, although 
his mind was quite clouded in regard to the 
ordinary affairs of life. After reaching home, 
he continued to labor under the same diffi- 
culty for five or six weeks, although we could 
notice a slight improvement. Finally the cloud 
seemed to be lifted, almost at once, and his 
mental faculties ever after remained bright 
and clear, until a very few minutes before 
he passed away. He seemed indeed to grow 
brighter and brighter, I trust, “ until the per- 
fect day.” 

On the twelfth of First Month he was at our 
little meeting for the last time. That day, in 
the afternoon, he wrote the following letter to 
a dear niece, which was the last letter he 
wrote, with the exception of a few lines to his 
nephew and niece, Barclay and Hannah Smith, 
at whose home he was very tenderly cared for 
while so ill, when he was at Barnesville: 


“ My Dear Niece, H. V.:—Thy very accepta- 
ble letter came to our hands a few days ago, 
and was read with comfort and much interest, 
and it has rested on my mind much since the 
reading of it to try once more to pen a few 
lines, in a fresh feeling of that love, I trust 
which desires the welfare of all, but perhaps 
I might admit more particularly, those who 
are my most near connections as to kindred. 
It seems increasingly a task for me to write as 
age advances, and the solemn feeling often 
comes over my mind, when writing to a rela- 
tive or dear friend, that this may be my last to 
thee (whoever it might be), and so at the 
present, as thou may understand that should 
my life be prolonged until the fifteenth of 
Fourth Month next, I should be eighty-five years 
old. It really, at times, seems marvellous in 
my eyes, that my life and my natural faculties 
have been preserved as well as they are through 
so many bereavements and deep trials, known 





*This portion of these memoirs, though forwarded in 
due time, does not appear to have met the editor’s ob- 
servation, if then received. 
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only to Him who beholds us, just as we are, 
and knoweth all our down sittings and our 
uprisings, and is acquainted with all our ways. 
But, dear one, I hope I do not claim or convey 
to thy mind that I am complaining of these 
trials and deep provings, but hope they have 
proven as a means of causing more earnestly 
to cleave unto Him who has all power in heaven 
and earth, and who, I have cause to believe, 
has hitherto borne me up above the billows 
which have at seasons seemed to threaten to 
overwhelm me. QO, may I be enabled to con- 
tinue to look still unto Him, and to cast all 
my care upon Him, as unto a faithful Creator, 
unto the end, is the fervent desire of my heart. 
Poor and unworthy and unfit as I feel myself 
to be, it seems to be laid upon me, from time 
to time, to labor publicly for the eternal wel- 
fare of my fellow-beings, and to-day, at our 


strength faileth.” And in my measure, I was 
enabled to intercede for thee, that He would 
take care of thee. And I believe it will be so. 
Therefore, cast all thy care upon Him, com- 
mitting thyself unto Him as unto a faithful 
Creator.” 

He then repeated the passage in Revelations, 
“Blessed and holy is he who hath part in the 
first resurrection; over such the second death 
hath no power.” Also said, “Is it possible that 
my name, even mine, is written in heaven?” At 
one time he said, “If I could only know as 
happy a close as I trust thy dear mother ex- 
perienced, and the other dear one gone before, 
I could pass away so peacefully. “When the 
belief was expressed that it would be so, and 
he was asked if he did not feel that the dear 
Saviour was near, or words to that effect, he 
replied that he hoped so, at times, and had 
little meeting, I thought I was again called | sometimes felt that perhaps there was no con- 
upon to bear witness to that religion which is | demnation. 
of the power of God unto salvation, through}, On the fifth of the month, while sitting with 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the propiatory sacrifice | me by the fireside, after a season of quiet, he 
for our sins, in which I felt peace. . . Ij said, “ Well, there has been a little fresh evi- 
have no doubt, dear Hannah, but thou hast, as | dence revived to hope that help has been ex- 
well as myself, had to pass through sore trials, | tended by the Holy One, after this season of 
in which I have sympathized with thee, but I] sore conflict-—it has been a season of sore 
feel that all that 1 can do for thy help and | conflict—a little fresh evidence to hope that 
comfort is to commend thee to the care and |help has been extended. As for thee, my hope 
protection and keeping of the unslumbering | remains unchanged that thee will be supported 
Shepherd of his people, ‘ whom to know is life | to the end. There needs to be a deepening in 
eternal.’ And my desire is for my poor self|the root of Divine life, not only in our own 
and for thee, that we may be favored, day by | little band, but among professing Christians 
day, to experience the great work of redemp- | everywhere.” 
tion, going on to completion, that we may be} When speaking of the need of being very 
cleansed from every defilement of sin and | careful'in regard to removals, he said that poor 
clothed upon with the ‘white robe, which is | and unworthy as he felt himself to be, he had 
the righteousness of the saints.’ I feel com-| been best satisfied to remain here, or had felt 
forted in the hope and belief, that thou wilt | that this was his place, at our little meeting, 
be favored to know the Lord to be thy refuge, | or to that effect. At times he was under 
and that underneath are the everlasting arms, | great exercise, and the sensible feeling of com- 
and let me encourage thee to take fresh cour- | fort would be withdrawn for a season, but it 
age, and put thy whole trust in the Lord, ‘in| was evident to those around him, that he was 
whom is everlasting strength.’ . . It would| supported through all these dispensations and 
seem a great comfort once more, to mingle | enabled to bear his sufferings, which were great 
with all my dear brother’s children, but this I | at times, with composure and patience. The 
cannot expect to enjoy. With love to thyself | day before his death, a number of his friends 
and all thy household, I remain thy affectionate | and neighbors being in an adjoining room, he 
uncle, ROBERT MILHOUS.” | requested that they all might come into his 

The next day after writing this letter, my |T0om, and after they were quietly seated, he 
dear father was taken with severe pain, and for | Wished to have the one hundred and third 
several days he suffered much. Some relief | Psalm read. After the reading, as he sat in his 
was obtained by medical treatment, so that for | Chair, he spoke very impressively to the com- 
awhile I had a hope of his partial restoration | pany, relating the circumstance which made 
to health, but from the beginning he did not |Such an impression on his mind, when travel- 
think it would be so. There seemed a general | ling on religious service in Indiana, an account 
giving way of the entire physical system, and | 0f which is given in the proper place in this 
finally partial paralysis and heart failure. He | memoranda (the necessity of the passport, in 
passed quietly away on the evening of the| order to pass through the gates of the city.) 
Eighth of Second Month, 1896, leaving with | It is my earnest wish not to violate the dying 
us the precious assurance that he was safely | request of my dear father, that nothing what- 
gathered home, “ as a shock of corn cometh in | ever of a flattering nature should be written 
its season.” concerning him. Through mercy and redeeming 

I noted down some of the expressions which | love I believe that he was enabled to finish his 
from time to time were uttered during his ill- | course with joy, and to Him alone who enabled 
ness. On the second of Second Month, after | him all the praise be given. 

I had read a chapter in the Bible, as was our 
custom, he said to me, “ Last night I was fa- 
vored to feel an evidence, as I thought a clear 
evidence, that I had been cared for, all my life 
long, even to this day, and that all my sins 
and transgressions had been blotted out, my 
many sins and transgressions, and an assurance 
was given me that He would not “leave me in 
the time of old age, nor forsake me when my 


Borrowed Religion. 


It was want of oil that prevented the five 
foolish virgins of Christ’s parable from bei 
able to enter the marriage feast. At the last 
minute they sought to borrow, but could not, 
The religiously unready cannot be supplied by 
others. No one can borrow religion. How 
closely the unprepared resembled the prepared 
for a time. They were alike invited, alike had 
lamps, alike came as far as the door. The dif- 
ference between those who are Christians and 
those who are not is not always easily distin- 
guishable. Outward appearances and actions 
do not always decide. The question lies within 
the heart. The gates of heaven may prove a 
sad test to many. 

It is a noticeable fact, too, that the bride- 
groom came at the most difficult time for them 
to make up for their lack of preparation. It 
was at midnight. At that hour there was poor 
opportunity for buying oil. The hour when the 
crisis comes is a poor time to prepare for 
death. It is, indeed, the most unfavorable 
time. There are the medical attendants, the 
hurried business to be attended to, the weak- 
ness, the weeping, the farewells, with little 
opportunity to attend to eternal things. No 
hour is so utterly unfavorable in all a man’s 
life as the closing hour. 

But the parable was a message to the living, 
and conveys an especial and definite warning 
against the folly of trying to borrow religion. 
The foolish virgins, unprepared, tried to bor- 
row: “Give us of your oil.” Trying to borrow 
religion is acommon resort of many. There 
are not a few people who try to borrow religion 
from their friends. A young man says he is 
safe because his mother is a Christian, a hus- 
band because his wife is, and others make a 
like mistake. Men are sometimes able to hold 
property or conduct business “in the wife’s 
name,” but they cannot have religion in that 
way. 

Some people borrow religion from a past ex- 
perience. They had some religious concern or 
emotions years back, and found on that their 
hope. But no “old experience” can take the 
place of a present, vital relation to Christ. A 
man cannot live to-day on the heart-beats of 
last month. Some borrow religion from ritual- 
ism. They think they are safe because they 
have been baptized, or go to church or through 
some religious forms, but they may, in fact, 
have no more real life than had Barnum’s mov- 
ing wax-work figures. There is such a thing 
as wax-work Christians, “ having the form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 
Some borrow religion from false views of God’s 
mercy. God is wonderfully merciful, but He 
is holy and just, too. Mercy is boundless and 
free at the foot of the cross, but men who bor- 
row religion do not seek it at the cross of 
Christ. 

Let us be warned against the mistake of try- 
ing to borrow religion. Let us know that it 
must be a present, vital possession of our own, 
sought and obtained from God.—G. B. F. Hal- 
lock. 


How easy it is to have the name of having 
overcome the world, yea, to flatter ourselves 
we really have done it by faith, when still love 
to comfortable accommodations and to have 
things handsome about us, prevails!—Henry 
Venn. 









































DIVINE Providence is the ship, and God is the 
pilot, and the contingencies of the world are 
sometimes like the fierce winds which carry the 
whole event of things whither God pleases.— 
Jeremy Taylor. 








“Tus life will mean more when we find that 
it is a pathway to the next.” 
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Fourth Mo. 14, 1900 THE FRIEND. ° 
SCHEDULE OF DOUKHOBOR VILLAGES AND STATISTICS. 
Prepared by William B. Harvey, during his visit in the Eleventh Month of 1399, 
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For “‘ THE FRIEND.” 
SLOTH SPIRITUAL. 
“Tn diligence not slothful ” (Rom. xii: 11, R. V.) 
Sloth hath its body and its soul, 
Like every human good and ill; 
And so composed, must needs affect the whole 
Of his career who weds it with his will. 






























































ists, and is generally adduced 
to support water baptism, al- 
though no water is mentioned. Was any water 
intended to be understood? We cannot as- 
sume that in Matthew our Saviour’s words are 
quoted verbatim, and that Mark, Luke, John and 
Peter are all in error or less reliable. We 
rather suggest that each writer expressed in 
his own language what he understood to be 
Christ’s command to his apostles and that these 
records all agree in substance. Let us seek 
that interpretation which harmonizes them all. 
John xx: 2x | According to John, Christ sent his 
John. i: 33 | apostles as his Father had sent him, 
and he it was who should baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. John never intimates that they were 
sent to baptize with water. John’s silence is 
evidence that they had no such commission. 
There can be no baptism in the commission 
other than baptism of the Holy Spirit, accord- 
ing to John’s record as we have it. 
According to Luke, Christ commanded his 
apostles to preach among all na- 
; tions repentance and remission of 
sin in his name, with power from on high. 
Luke records no mention of baptism only as 
power from on high; nothing which implies a 
command to baptize with water. If there was 
such command, Luke surely knew it. He tells 


Acts xv: 29 | water is no evidence to the con- 
Acs at20%4 | trary. They continued their old 
Gal. ii: 2,14 | Jewish customs generally. They 
pronounced it necessary to abstain from cer- 
tain meats. They insisted that Paul should 
adhere to circumcision. They refused to eat 
with Gentiles. With such Jewish proclivities, 
how could they abandon water baptism. Some 
evidently realized that John’s water baptism 
had ended at Pentecost, but they were not pre- 
pared to drop it entirely, so they sought to 
perpetuate it by using the formula “In the 
name of Jesus, Lord or Christ.” 

They claimed no Divine authority for this 
formula and baptism, and the disciples of water 
to-day mostly discard it. Baptism with the 
formula, “In the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit” is not to be considered in con- 
nection with the apostles, as they never used 
it, never mentioned it, and evidently never 
heard of it. It came in as a lone afterthought, 
The great diversity in form of expression used 
by each of the four evangelists and Peter in 
defining Christ’s commission to his apostles ig 
evidence clear and positive that they under. 
stood Him to prescribe no formula for baptiam. 
It is confirmation that they so understood that 
they adhered to no one set formula. 

“In his name,” as Christ is quoted by Luke 


Matt. xxviii: 19 
















But how can man elect such bane? 
How can he will such consort vile, 

Unchained by instant dread of mortal pain; 
Uncharmed by hope of heavenly good the while? 


Ah, man is blind. That wilful night 
Which erst in Eden quenched his bliss, 
That fearful darkness still obstructs his sight, 
And sinks the foolish heart in its abyss. 






























































For sloth is not mere quietude, 
Since quietude is peace; and sloth 

Is strife—a barren strife, which seeks for good 
In outward things, for life mistaking growth. 








‘Tis true, there must be strife: true wealth 
Must needs be won: else slothful snares 

Were not, or were unknown. The road to health 
And every joy, is over conquered cares. 


But sloth, the angel of the foe, 
Diverts the eye from force to form, 

And, whether seeming prompt or seeming slow, 
Succeeds by guile the watchless heart to storm. 





Luke xxiv: 47 












Oh, heavenly Light, be thou my guide! 











May I thy teaching swiftly heed, Luke iii: 16 | US about Christ’s own baptism of | Luke xxiv:47 | and in substance by Mark, John 
And, learning to detect the shells which hide Lukexxiv:47 | the Holy Spirit and his command to | "its Xvi: 32 | and Peter, always implies in, into 
All germs of sloth, be diligent indeed. preach among all nations, why don’t he tell us} Acts x 43 | or with his spirit or power. Nota 








about this command to baptize with water? Is 
it not plainly because there was no such com- 
mand? According to foot note in our revised 
version and other authority, Mark’s record at 
this point may not have been preserved as 
Mark left it, so we omit it, although we see 
nothing to conflict with the other four records. 
According to Matthew, Christ commanded 
Matt. xxviii: 19 | his apostles to “go teach all 
(R.V.) nations, baptizing them [not in 
the name but] into the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.” He commanded them 
to baptize into the divinity; not in water. 
This harmonizes all the evangelists with both 






Por’ Tus Fatenn.” common name given which mortals may utter. 
, In this name or power Christ commanded his 
apostles to preach. “Into the name of Father, 
Matt. xxviii: 19 Son, and Holy Spirit,” as Matthew 

(R. V.) alone quotes Christ’s command 
has the same implication; not a mere name or 
formula which human lips may sound. To re- 
peat these words as a formula in connection 
with baptism is to substitute the voice of man 
for the power of God. 

(To be continued.) 


Baptism. 
A VINDICATION OF CHRISTIANS WHO Resect WATER Bap- 
TISM ON SCRIPTURE GROUNDS. 
By James H. Moon, Pallsington, Bucks Co., Pa. 

We have a godly and reverent esteem for 
the Holy Scriptures. Our lives as well as our 
doctrines must stand Scripture test. Otherwise 
we are not followers of Christ, not fully Chris- 
tians. According to Scripture, which is very 
plain, we believe our Saviour never baptized 
with water nor did He command others to do 
so; but He did baptize with Holy Spirit and 
qualified others also. He never commanded nor : 
Ite hss re baptist ni Hop. [4 ah ea. “Thot he apstien nee i 
aoe wn one water ed and Holy Spirit is confirming evidence that to 

Pee em Was a shadow OF! their understanding Christ never gave such a 
symbol of Christian baptism. Christian bap- commend. According to Peter, Christ 
tism came in fulness at Pentecost. commanded his cutee to preach to 

Since Pentecost, water baptism with many] the people; he mentions no command to bap- 
other ceremonies, has been permitted in con- 6 Peter did preach to the peosle 
descension to human weakness. We do not and the Holy Spirit fell upon hes as 
judge Jewish Christians who yet adhere to| it nad fallen upon others of them in the begin- 
circumcision. We donot deny that water bap- ning at Pentecost. Then Peter re- 
tism may yet be good for some; but our Sav- | Acts xi: 16 aaa the word of the Lord, how 
iour’s teaching on the Mount and elsewhere He said, “John indeed baptized with wehbe 
suggests how He would have us confess Him | but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
in ways more acceptable. Here Peter was made instrumental in bap- 

THE COMMISSION. tizing with the Holy Spirit through gospel 

Did Christ command his apostles to baptize | preaching, and he recognized this as the same 
with water? If He gave such command, ex-| baptism which his Lord had promised should 
tending to all nations and all time, every evan- | supersede John’s water baptism, and the same 
gelist must have known it and have testified to | as that which fell upon them eight years before 
it; for they with Peter all bear testimony to| in beginning at Pentecost; and the baptism at 
Christ’s promised baptism of the Holy Spirit, | Pentecost he said was that which the prophet 
and could not overlook such an important com- | Joel foretold should be poured out upon all 
mand as this. flesh. Can anything be plainer than that these 

Let us search the New Testament and see | are all one and the same baptism: The baptism 
what it says. We find that the four evangel- 


' of the commission recorded in Matthew; the 
ists and Peter each render Christ’s command | one baptism of the gospel, Christian baptism, 
to his apostles in very different language. 


s and that there is no water in it. Because 
Matthew’s version is the favorite with formal-| Peter and others continued to baptize with 

















































For “ Tus FRIEnp.” 


William Forster Home, Tennessee. 


The William Foster Home, at Friendsville, 
Tenn., is known to some Friends in the North 
by reputation, but others have, perhaps, never 
heard of it. It is a boarding home for girls 
attending Friends’ Academy at that place, es- 
tablished and managed by an association of 
women Friends of Philadelphia and vicinity. 
In 1870, Rebecca W. Allinson, a valued minis- 
ter of Burlington, N. J., paid a religious visit 
to Eastern Tennessee, accompanied by Eliza- 
beth H. Farnum and Marmaduke C. and Sarah 
W. Cope, of Philadelphia. The South was then 
suffering from the effects of the recent civil 
war, and that section shared largely in the gen- 
eral poverty and depression. In visiting the 
families of Friends in the mountain districts, 
the sympathy of these Friends was aroused for 
the children, especially the girls, whose oppor- 
tunities both for school instruction and for 
learning the finer household arts, were very 
limited. After their return they called to- 
gether a number of women Friends, to consider 
what could be done to help them. The result 
was the formation of “The Association of 
Women Friends for Promoting Education in 
Tennessee.” The name was subsequently 
changed to “ The William Forster Home Asso- 
ciation.” It was decided to establish a home 
in Friendsville, where girls from the country 


















Acts x: 24 





























Acts xi: 15 
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attending the Academy could have Christian extra demands upon them in this direction, so 
motherly care and training, and by doing the | that much cannot reasonably be expected of 
work of the house in the intervals of school,| them. The cost of sustaining a girl in the 
learn practically good housewifery. Liberal | Home is $5 per month, $45 for the nine months 
subscriptions were made, a house rented, later| of the school year. If any kindly disposed 
purchased, simply but comfortably furnished, | Friend would like to provide for such support, 
and Anna Collins, of Burlington, whose husband | the help would be gratefully received, and 
had been appointed principal of the Academy, | might bring a blessing to giver and recipient. 
was engaged as matron. A committee of | Contributions for this object, or for the gen- 
women Friends in Friendsville was also formed | eral purposes of the Home, may be sent to the 
to assist in the management. The Home was | Treasurer, Alice Lewis, 134 N. Church Street, 
opened in the autumn of 1870, and it has since | West Chester, Pa., and will be promptly ac- 
gone quietly on its course, with several differ- | knowledged. 


ent matrons and with a varying number of in- ca 

mates, at one time as many as twenty, but this | Letter From J. Bevan Braithwaite in Response 

caused uncomfortable crowding. Alterations to Our Interest in the Doukhobors. 

have been made in the house from time to $12 Camden Road, London, N. England, 
Third Month 26th, 1900. 


time, and its present capacity is sixteen. Dur- 
ing recent years of financial depression, the To the Editor of the Philadelphia Friend. 
ESTEEMED FRIEND :— 


number has seldom exceeded nine, and some- 
times has fallen short of that. The family in- 
fluence has been distinctly religious, and the| {| have read with much satisfaction the address 
training in domestic labors as well as in social | to the Doukhobors, under the name of “The 
amenities, has been valuable. Preference has | Christian Community of the Universal Brother- 
always been given to Friends in admissions, | hood” recently issued in Philadelphia by the 
but many others have shared the benefits and | Committee of the Representatives of the So- 
gratefully acknowledge their obligations. For| ciety of Friends to aid the Doukhobors, and 
some years admission was free, but, later, at | signed by our dear Friends Samuel Morris, Jon- 
athan E. Rhoads, Joseph 8S. Elkinton and sev- 
eral other Friends. 


the suggestion of the Resident Committee, a 
small board was charged. The Association paid 

I rejoice that it has been put into the hearts 
of Friends in your Yearly Meeting to issue such 


half the board for a limited number who could 
an address and to labor in other ways for the 


not pay for themselves. Several hundred girls 
help and blessing of these dear suffering breth- 


have been inmates, some for several years. 
Many now occupy useful and respectable posi- 

ren in Christ who are so nobly bearing their 
practical testimony to the paramount obliga- 


tions as heads of families, teachers, etc. 
tion of the commands of our Lord and Saviour, 


The financial support of the Home is derived 
entirely from voluntary contributions. These, 

and to the blessedness of simple obedience to 
Him in all things. 


in the beginning, were abundant, but from 
The service to which Friends of your Yearly 


death and other causes, they have much dimin- 
ished, and for some years the liberal gifts of 

Meeting have thus providentially led is truly a 
service in harmony with the prayer of the 


the president of the Association, in addition to 
the regular subscriptions, alone enabled it to 

Apostle—“Grace be with all them that love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” And may we 


keep up its work. Her death, in 1898, cut off 
this resource, and compelled a change of ar- 
rangements. The payment of board by the| not thankfully believe that He who has called 
association was discontinued, those only being | you into it, designs in his tender mercy not 
received who could pay. Early in 1899, the] only to bless these dear Christian brethren for 
matron who had efficiently served for five years, | whom you have been interested, but also in his 
was prostrated by illness and obliged to leave | abounding goodness to multiply his mercies to 
her post. A substitute was found for the re-| yourselves in the outpouring of his renewed 
mainder of the term, and at the opening last | spiritual blessing upon your Yearly Meeting—a 
autumn, Elma Bailey, of Richmond, Ind., en-| result which will fill many hearts with praise. 
tered upon the position with fair prospects ;| My own feelings cannot be better expressed 
but, in a few weeks, she was taken ill, and died | than in the following extract from a letter ad- 
in Tenth Month. A Friend residing in the vil-| dressed by William Penn “to the Friends of 
lage took charge until the winter vacation, and| God in the city of Bristol (England), to be 
at the first of this year a new matron, Olive | read among them when assembled to wait upon 
the Lord,” dated Worminghurst, the 24th of 
the 12th Month, 1681, which may be espe- 


L. Jenkins, also from Richmond, was installed, 
cially commended as a seasonable watchword 


and has been doing well. The principal of the 
Academy, Jesse H. Moore, has kindly assisted 

in the present day to his Friends in the city and 
state which he founded : 


by advice and influence. 
These circumstances have lessened the num- 
“ Great is God’s work on theearth. Be uni- 
versal in your spirits, and keep out of all strait- 


ber of inmates and increased expenses during 
ness and narrowness. Look to God’s great 


the year, so that there is urgent need of fur- 
ther help. The subscriptions at present are 

and glorious kingdom and its prosperity. Our 
time is not our own, nor are we our own. God 


almost entirely from Philadelphia and its vi- 
hath bought us with a price, not to serve our- 


cinity. The Association now appeals to Friends 

elsewhere to consider whether they can aid it. 
selves, but to glorify Him in body, soul and ral bed. At Pittsburg a single tow takes 1,200,000 tons 
spirit. . . . of the sooty cargo to the mouth of the Mississippi. The 


The Home has been an influence for good, and 
““ Wherefore, as the flock of God, and fami- | Eastern seaboard will get its share of the trade by the 










































you and yours are committed. His precious 
spirit minister unto you and his own life be 
shed abroad plenteously among you, that you 
may be kept blameless to the end.”* 
Believe me to be, with love, 
Thy Sincere Friend, 
J. BEVAN BRAITHWAITE. 
*Penn’s Works, lst Vol. Folio Ed, 1726, p. 230. 














































THE PHILOSOPHY OF DesPAir.—Infidelity is 
the philosophy of despair. In this world of 
sin and woe no one can be truly happy who 
has not a friend in Him who is able and wil- 
ling to heal the broken hearted and speak 
peace to the sorrowing and to the afflicted. 
H. L. Hastings, of Boston, well exhibits, in his 
pamphlet entitled “Nuts for Skeptics to Crack,” 
the insufficiency of unbelief to impart strength 
to overcome the ills of life. Hastings quotes 
from Voltaire a testimony as to the emptiness 
of life. Few men have had more earthly honors 
showered upon them than had Voltaire, yet the 
following are his words, as quoted by Hastings: 
“In man there is more wretchedness than in 
all animals put together. He loves life, and 
yet he knows that he must die. If he enjoys 
a transient good, he suffers various evils, and 
is at last devoured by worms. This knowledge 
is his fatal prerogative; other animals have it 
not. The bulk of mankind are nothing more 
than a crowd of wretches equally criminal and 
unfortunate, and the globe contains carcasses 
rather than men. I tremble at the review of 
this dreadful picture, to find that it contains a 
complaint against Providence itself, and I wish 
I had never been born.” 











“‘ A PERFECT Quaker is an instrument of the 
Spirit, not a creature of habit, nor a creature 
of impulse, but a soul centered in God, moved 
by his living Spirit, and fashioned after the 
Son.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Untrep States.—On the 5th instant an order was is- 
sued by the Postoffice for the largest single shipment of 
ordinary postage stamps ever made in the history of the 
office. The shipment was to take place on the 13th in- 
stant, when 53,304,200 stamps, of the value of $965,267, 
were to be sent to 1,306 postoffices throughout the coun- 


try. 

The United States Senate on the 3rd instant brought to 
a close the debate on the Puerto Rican Tariff and Civil 
Government bill, and, after rejecting all but committee 
amendments, passed the measure by a vote of 40 to 31. 

The total amount of bonds received up to the 9th inst. 
at the United States Treasury for exchange for the new 
2 per cents, is $226,970,600, of which $29,252,150 was 
received from individuals and institutions other than na- 
tional banks. 

There is no native of the State of Nebraska among its 
Representatives in either branch of Congress, notwith- 
standing the fact that Nebraska became a State thirty- 

years ago, and was the twenty-fourth admitted into 
the Union. 

The number of newspapers and periodicals in the United 
States has increased from 5871 in 1870 to 21,178 in 1899. 

The estimated value of the industrial product of the 
United States for the past year is $7,500,000, or more 
than $100 for each inhabitant. 

Mineral production in the United States this year will 
reach a value of nearly $1,000,000,000. 

The New York World says: “The initial sale of a little 
lot of 2,000,000 tons of Alabama coal to Europe via New 
Orleans is merely the first trickle of a stream in its natu- 


pecially if its means can be increased. Pa- 
thetic appeals are sometimes made for help to 
educate the children of poor Friends. Friends 
in Tennessee are generally in very moderate 
circumstances, and they have lately had some 


it is believed that it may continue to be so, es- 

ly and household of faith, walk with your loins | 2ew railroads recently reorganized into shape for business, 
girded, being sober, hoping to the end for the and there is practically no limit in the future develop- 
grace and kindness which shall be brought unto 


ment of this “infant industry” of exporting soft coal. 
- . Germany cannot supply her own demands. England is 
you at therevelation of Jesus Christ, to whom 


short of coal. Every step in colonial expansion and naval 








